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25X1A BE coment: The following report, althouch fi ea | 
‘ate, ia interesting as a specific exanple of the strained relations which 
Have existed for some tine batween the Austrian Communist Party and the 


“Slovene Liberation Front (OF) tn Austria 9 48 & result cf the Tito-Cominform 


dispute. Theoretically. the OF uxiifary of the Austrian 
25X1A Gormunist Party. the scene of the incident 
which is desert iLG Tanorts wuld seen likely, however, that it 4s 


«a Bezirk of Carinthia, possibly Bezirk Yoelkermarkt. ) 


jad 


On 10 Octobar 1948, a ecenference waa held in the office of CP District Heage 
quarters "X", attended ter 43 persons, with the district, secretary, Martin 
Hanner, presiding. The Bezirk's Cumann, Johann Schleussnie, was present, and 
Faul Springer and Josef Hischelwitser attended as representatives of CP pro= 
vincial headquarters for Carinthia, The agenda included the discussion of the 
politieal situation, the choice of delercates for the federal Party convention 
in Vienna, and riscellaneous matters. 


=. Before openins the coneral discussion, the distriet secretary read an order, 
which, he explained, was the reason for Springer’s and Hischelwitzer!s pressnce 

at the conference, This order demanded that all Slovene comrades acknowledra 

the Cominform and renounce all fractional activity (ito sympathy); that all 
Slovene comradea decide aither for the CP or for Tito and that they wolcome the 

exciusion from tha CP of Karl Pruschnig, Franz Ogris, Andreas Haderlap, and 

‘lina Moher. After reading ths order, the district secretary announced that 
X1A those semrades who refused to signify concurrence would have to leave the, 
25 iniges. (HB Comment: It wea announced in the Communist press in Octotar 197% 
that Pruschni¢, seeretary of the OF organization of Carinthian Slovenes, and 

three other members had been exnelled from the CP, 


as 
eh) of Yestnek and a member of the Provincial Comm eo e OF in Klazen- 


3. The reading of this order prevoed a violent arpument between Springer and 
Underlar, and the latter, with Fritz Krast and 30 other Slovene members, lett 
the meeting and vent to consult Dr. Prang Petek, an official of the OF provin= 
cial cormittee. Dr. Patek explained that at. the last neeting of OF provincial 
headquarters, the opinion was oxpressed that all OF ofMetals might be excluded 
frem the CP, and it was deemed quite certain that the CP would not allow Slovene 
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ar3 to wake vari in the iudsrai convention im Vienna. li. rete recommended 
erlan and his comrades return to the cistriet conference and state that, 
TG CONSUL Gln jority (32) of those attending the meeting, they 
ia excluded. 


ined to the district conierence but were re~- 
anes, ‘lrnereupon, taay went to GF headquarters waere they drew up 
sh addressed to ths Ceat ai bommittee of the OP. 
42 dissenting Slovenes. 


va in the OP, sho mumbo 


‘this protest vas sigred 
<Shpey also decided to drav up a List of all OF 


r about <,/UJ, and to send a delegation to present 
1ast at the Party conveniion in Vienna, with the threat that these OF men 
ripht withdraw crom the cp. [BBB Gomment: ‘Source does not explain how 
ws 32 OP members of District “A* conid threaten withdrawal of all OF members 
ia tha OP. Presumably, they intended to submit the list through a provinelal 
iwicsation. It ig not known whothor or not such a list was presented at the 
-aaent Party convention in Vienna.) 
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